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Introduction 

The 2st mobilisation campaign (WP7) took place in Vukovarsko-srijemska county hall in 
Vukovar, Croatia on 26th March 2009. The main event was taking part between 15.00 and 
19.00 which was followed by afternoon introduction in the FP6 event RES BOAT 
(www.resboat.org). 38 Croatian and about 19 (registered) participants attended the after-
noon event. The idea of the 2st mobilisation campaign was to combine the event with an-
other EU funded project and promote BiG>East project beyond the scope of the mobilisa-
tion campaign itself. 

The 2
st
 mobilisation campaign 

 

To the difference of the 1st mobilisation campaign that gathered biogas plant manufactur-
ers, planners and consultants in Zagreb to give technical presentations about biogas instal-
lations and IEE BiG>East activities, this campaign will focused on legal aspects of estab-
lishing a biogas plant with exchange of experiences between biogas plant developers, find-
ings from the BiG>East projects and introduction in procedure of gaining the status of 
RES-E eligible producer. We were hoping for a fruitful discussion that would deliver in-
sight in practical experience of installing biogas plants.  

Biogas is directly mentioned in more than 20 legal documents that fall under responsibility 
of at least four Ministries. New Law on Biofuels is another legal document that recognises 
biogas so it will be introduced as another option for development of biogas market. 

Due to the high interest in the event and changes in biogas market development, agenda 
was changing to provide more space for topic that are of highest interest: Guidelines for 
gaining the RES-E eligible producer status (Dr.sc. M. Bozicevic-Vrhovcak) and experi-
ences of the first biogas plant operating in Croatia (PZ Osatina, Mr. M.Ervacic).  

Based on the basic material for the mobilisation campaign, the event started with presenta-
tion of the BiG>East project, achievements and findings. Participants had the opportunity 
to receive information about the quality and results of BiG>East and documents (both in 
English and Croatian) that are uploaded on the official web site. Training courses were 
announced together with study trips and publication of Biogas handbook in Croatian in 
very near future.  
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Figure 1 First session experts: Mr. Cunj (OIE.Semeljci), Mr. Bosancic (VSZ), Mrs. Kulisic (EIHP), 

Mrs. Bozicevic-Vrhovcak (DOOR) and Mr. Kralik (Faculty of Agronomy, University of Osijek) 

Biljana Kulisic (EIHP) opened the event which was followed by welcome speech of Mr. A. 
Žagar, Deputy of the Head of the County. After the BiG>East project presentation of Mrs. 
Kulisic, Mr. Bosanicic from Vukovarsko-srijemska County, Department for Capital In-
vestments, has introduced State of the Art of Croatian Biogas Sector that was more or less 
in the line of the BiG East findings.  

Mr. Cunj (business partner from Agrinz GmbH) in Croatia made a SWOT analysis of dif-
ferences between Austrian and Croatian market background to develop a biogas project 
while prof.dr.sc. Kralik from Faculty of Agronomy in Osijek, University of Osijek, has 
emphasised importance of biogas production as a method of animal manure management 
and meeting the guidelines of Nitrate directive. In the first part, the most of the attention 
draw the presentation of dr.sc. Maja Božičević-Vrhovčak (NGO DOOR) of detailed, step-
by-step explanation of procedure of reaching the eligible producer status.  

After the break, dr.sc. Hrastnik opened the second session with an interesting presentation 
of a 200 kW biogas plant project in Babina Greda in Vukovarsko-srijemska County. Mr. 
Stih, from Croatian Chamber of Economy and Secretary of Association of RES, gave in-
sight of the position of biogas in the Law of Biofuels that should be adopted by the mid-
2009. At the end, Vukovarsko – srijemska County was proud to present the most devel-
oped biogas project in Croatia: PZ Osatina, Ivankovo farm. The 1 MW biogas plant is 
functioning about 1.5 month and, on the administrative side, Ivankovo has a Preliminary 
status of eligible producer and Location permit to build the plant. Mr. Ervacic shared his 
experience in implementing the project and emphasised two key supports: Renewable En-
ergy Resources and Energy Efficiency Division Energy Department, Ministry of Economy, 
Labour and Entrepreneurship and mr. Galic, the Head of the County. 
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Figure 2 Opening of the 2nd Mobilisation Campaign – Croatian participants 

 

 
Figure 3 Joining the foreign participants to the campaign 
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Agenda of the 2st Mobilization Campaign in Croatia, together with the invitation and regis-
tration form is enclosed in Annex 1 of this report. Presentations are available on BiG>East 
project web-site: www.big-east.eu and http://www.eihp.hr/hrvatski/projekti/big_e.htm 

Discussion 

Despite the long day that has begun on the RES BOAT, participants were more than keen 
for discussion. Mrs. Kulisic moderated the discussion and Mrs. Kojakovic was taking min-
utes. As the conclusion of this event, a new interest group will be established within the 
Association of RES at Croatian Chamber of Economy – a Biogas group. The first docu-
ment of this newly established group will be actually the conclusions from the BiG>East 
event. Mr. Ervacic has invited all participants to hold an “establishment” meeting at his 
farm, next to the biogas plant in Ivankovo. 

Participants 

The invitation to the 2st Mobilization Campaign was published on the official websites of 
BiG>East and EIHP while Protocol office from Vukovarsko-srijemska County gave the 
news to the Croatian News Agency (HINA) while NGO DOOR provided information via 
its mailing list. Although the campaign was targeting Croatian stakeholders (especially 
those from the breadbasket area-Slavonia) and it was originally planned to have it in Croa-
tian only, the organiser of RES BOAT kindly asked to provide translation since foreign 
participants would like to participate too. Special interest and support came from CRES 
representatives. At the end, about 40 Croatian participants and 20 international participants 
(Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece, Serbia, Slovakia and Turkey) and UNEP came 
to the event. 

Full list of participants is enclosed in Annex 2 of this report. 

Press releases 

The Mobilisation Campaign was promoted via several media. A press release on upcoming 
mobilization campaign was published on National News Agency (HINA) webpage, RES 
BOAT, BiG East, EIHP and Croatian Chamber of Economy official sites and further dis-
tributed through different agricultural and building Internet portals (please see the list and 
screenshots included in Annex 3 of this report) together with newspapers. 

Croatian national TV (HRT) has made interview with the organisers from EIHP and the 
County which was broadcasted as news the same day in the evening. TV Vojvodina from 
Serbia and local TV, VKTV, made the interviews too. 

Croatian TV will include the event into its weekly show EUROMAGAZINE, internation-
ally appreciated show that covers EU related issues other than politics. 
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Stakeholder feedback 

Many stakeholders appreciated organization and the output of the 2st Mobilization Cam-
paign in Vukovar and those who registered for the Campaign but did not attend it apolo-
gised, registered for the BiG>East mailing list and asked for possibility to have copies of 
presentation materials. Different interested people contacted EIHP asking to provide them 
information on upcoming BiG>East events. 

Further feedback could be followed at the web site of Croatian Chamber of Economy and 
EIHP. 
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Annex I. Invitation with Agenda 
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Annex II. List of Participants 
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Annex III. Dissemination & Feedback 

 

 
Figure 4 Official web site of Vukovarsko-srijemska County 
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Figure 5 Leaflet from RES BOAT, disseminating IEE BiG>East project and 2

nd
 Mobilisation campaign 
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Figure 6 Promotion of IEE BiG>East at the RES BOAT official site  
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Figure 7 Promotion of IEE BiG>East as Side event at the RES BOAT official site  
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Figure 8 National newspapers: Večernji list 


